Yakima County Fire District 12- Standard Operating Guidelines

SOG 3 -6 Scene Barrier Tape


1.0 GENERAL:

1.1 Purpose.  The purpose of this standard is to improve firefighter safety while operating at emergency scenes by alerting personnel of on scene hazards, instructing personnel on the proper use of barrier tape, and identifying the differences between our barrier and flagging tape: three inch wide red and white striped hazard tape, three inch wide yellow and black “fire line do not cross” tape, and a variety of one inch wide flagging ribbons used in wildland firefighting.
1.2 Scope.  This Standard Operating guideline shall apply to all members of Yakima County Fire District 12.
1.3 Enforcement.  Enforcement of this Standard Operating Guideline is the responsibility of the District’s officers.  Any person deviating from the provisions of this guideline may be required, at the discretion of the officer in charge, to submit in writing, within five (5) calendar days, an explanation for such deviation to the requesting officer who will forward the explanation up the chain of command for further review.
2.0 SCOPE:

2.1 It shall be the responsibility of all personnel on scene to identify hazards and    
      immediately notify the Safety Officer of the situation, if a Safety Officer has 

      not been assigned notify the Incident Commander.

2.2 It shall be the responsibility of the Incident Commander to see that hazards are properly marked to protect personnel on scene.
2.3  It shall be the responsibility of the Incident Commander to cordon off emergency areas to keep the public safe.

3.0 PROCEDURES:

3.1.
Three Inch Yellow tape with black lettering:  Most of the Department’s yellow tape will have “Fire Line Do Not Cross” written on it; however some tape will say “Caution”.  This tape will be carried on all apparatus.

A. This tape is to be used to cordon off the main emergency area.
B. Any unescorted person from the public shall not be allowed to cross this tapeline.

C. Persons may be allowed to cross this line with permission from the Incident Commander in certain situations (media, utility personnel, Red Cross, etc.).
3.2.
Three Inch Red and White striped tape:  This tape has no writing on it.  This tape will be carried on all engines, rescues, and command vehicles.

A.  In order to identify on scene hazards to the firefighter, the red and white striped tape shall be used.
B.  Hazards that should be marked with the tape are unlimited, but may include:

i. Collapse Zones (walls, widow makers, parapet walls, large signs, cantilevered canopies, etc.)

ii. Downed power lines (or about to come down)

iii. Holes and Trenches

iv. Bee hives/dangerous animals
C. The red and white striped tapeline shall not be crossed by anyone at the fire scene without permission from the Safety Officer or Incident Commander.
D.  In order to prevent complacency, red and white striped tape will not be used for any other purpose besides marking hazards for firefighters.
3.3
One Inch Flagging: Wildland firefighting uses a multitude of flagging colors, some of which are solid and some striped, the purpose of the flagging varies from marking bee hives to escape routes, whenever possible WVFR personnel shall use flagging tape with writing on the tape, whether pre-printed or written in black marker, example would be “investigation”, “escape route”, “hazard tree”, or any other directional meaning, the color of the flagging is not as important as firefighters being aware that the area is flagged and they should find out why before entering.
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